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http://www.kent.gov.uk/publications/community-and-living/kent-community-risk-register.htm
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FLOODFORECASTINGCENTRE
Qi | sZ5MetOffice

@ working ip by

Flood Guidance Statement 10:30hrs 3™ December 2009

Our assessment of daily flood risk for England and Wales is below.

1030 - 2359hrs
Thursday
3 Dec 2009

0000 - 2359hrs
Friday
4 Dec 2009

0000 - 2359hrs
Saturday
S Dec 2009

0000 - 2359hrs
Sunday
6 Dec 2009

0000 - 2359hrs
Monday
7 Dec 2009

General Overview

The weather will remain unsettled throughout the next five days. Showers will cross England and Wales
today, but in general will not be as heavy as those seen in recent days. Tomorrow will be dry at first
before a further complex weather system begins to swing weather fronts across the country during the
afternoon and into the weekend. More persistent rain is forecast for Sunday and this is expected to be
particularly heavy for a time in south Wales and the south and southwest of England. Another showery
day is expected on Monday, with the heaviest showers along the south coast.

An Extreme Rainfall Guidance (ref 039-A) was issued yesterday afternoon for frequent heavy showers
today, giving a low (10%) probability of 50mm of ra+n in 6 hours in areas near the east coast from North
Yorkshire to Northumberland. The showers are now expected to stay further north and more offshore,
therefore the risk has reduced, and the extreme rainfall guidance is cancelled.

As a result of recent rainfall many river catchments across England and Wales are saturated and will
continue to respond quickly to rainfall. Also, many river levels are already notably or exceptionally high,
particularly in the lower reaches of slower responding rivers, and will not have fallen back to normal levels
before further rain arrives. River levels in the lower reaches of the River Ouse and River Derwent in North
Yorkshire are falling, as are levels in the lower reaches of the River Severn in Worcestershire and
Gloucestershire, but still remain relatively high.

Tide levels are rising until the weekend but begin to fall again on Saturday. Estuary levels in some areas
are also high with the combination of tides and large river flows.

Warnings and Alerts in force in England and Wales as of 10:30hrs
Flood (click here)

0 Severe flood warnings / 12 Flood warnings / 62 Flood watches
Severe Weather (click here)

Advisory — no / Early — no / Flash — no
Extreme Rainfall

0 Guidance / 0 Alerts

Best Judgement

The rain forecast for Sunday will be heaviest in south Wales and south and southwest England. The
succession of rain events forecast for the next few days, particularly for Saturday onwards, will result in a
build up of rainfall totals across catchments which are already saturated and with above average river
levels. It is likely that more flood watches and some flood warnings will need to be issued as a result of
the weekend's rain, and localised surface water flooding problems are possible. However, there is only a
low risk of significant property flooding. The areas considered to be most at risk are shaded yellow on the
maps above.

There is still some uncertainty in the distribution and timing of the forecast showers until Friday and the
intensity and northern extent of the weekend’s rain due to inconsistencies between model runs. Latest
model runs have slowed down the arrival of heavy rain previously forecast for Saturday, such that the




heavier rain for the weekend is now forecast for Sunday. As a result, the yellow shading for Saturday

has been removed.

Coastal flood watches are likely to be issued over the next few days as the weather remains unsettled
causing surges and significant offshore waves that coincide with rising tide levels.

Next Statement Due: 10:30 hrs on Friday 4" December 2009
Contact Details: Flood Forecasting Centre Duty Hydrologist 0300 12245 01

All Times are Local

Key

Very low risk

Low risk

Medium risk [T S

RIVER & COASTAL FLOODING
Probability =100 properties will
flood, or extreme danger to life,
from rivers or the sea.

=20%

220% to =40%

=40% to =60% =60%

EXTREME RAINFALL
Probability that ERA thresholds
will be met, leading to possible
surface water flooding.

<10%

=10% to <20%

z20% to <60% z60%

Suggested actions

» Business as
usual

» Consider liaising
with partner
arganisations

» Be aware of the
latest weatherflood
warnings and alerts

*

*

*

Consider liaising with partner
organisations

Consult surface water flood maps and
local flood warning plan maps as
appropriate

Consider activating emergency
procedures
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